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Guide to Hiring a Real Estate Lawyer

Protecting Your Property Investment with Expert Legal Guidance

Real estate transactions are among the largest financial decisions you'll ever make. Whether
you're buying your first home, selling a property, dealing with a landlord-tenant dispute, or facing
foreclosure, having the right legal representation can save you thousands of dollars and protect
you from costly mistakes. This guide will help you navigate the process of finding and hiring a
qualified real estate attorney.

When You Need a Real Estate Lawyer

Property Transactions Legal Issues

Buying or selling residential property Landlord-tenant disputes

Commercial real estate deals Foreclosure proceedings

Contract review and negotiation Property boundary disputes

Title issues and disputes Zoning and land use issues

The Hiring Process in 4 Steps
Research & Identify Candidates
associations, and ask for referrals from real estate agents or mortgage brokers.

Schedule Consultations

with similar matters. Most offer free initial consultations.
Compare & Decide

who best understands your needs and goals.

Engage & Begin Work

begin your legal representation.

Find lawyers who specialize in real estate law in your area. Use online directories like Lawzana, check state bar

Meet with 2-3 potential lawyers to discuss your case, understand their approach, and evaluate their experience

Evaluate each lawyer based on experience, communication style, fees, and your comfort level. Choose the one

Sign the retainer agreement, provide necessary documents, and establish clear communication expectations to



| Essential Questions to Ask

For the Lawyer For Yourself
"How many real estate transactions have you "Do they explain complex legal terms clearly?"
handled?"

"Do | feel confident in their expertise?"
"What specific experience do you have with my type
of transaction?"
"Are they responsive to my questions and
concerns?"
"How do you charge - flat fee or hourly? What's
included?"
"Do their fees seem reasonable and transparent?"

"Who else on your team will work on my case?"
"Do | trust them with this important decision?"

"What's your typical timeline for this type of matter?"

Red Flags to Watch For

/\ Pressure tactics: Pushes you to sign immediately without time to think
/N Vague fee structure: Can't clearly explain costs or gives evasive answers about fees
/\ Limited experience: Rarely handles real estate matters or is new to the practice

/N Poor communication: Doesn't return calls, emails, or seems disorganized

Expert Tips for Success

@ Start early. Don't wait until closing week to @ Understand costs. Get fee estimates in
find a lawyer writing before hiring

@ Get referrals. Ask real estate agents, lenders, @ Stay involved. Ask questions and stay
or friends for recommendations informed throughout the process

A good real estate lawyer is an investment in your financial future.



Real Estate Lawyer Consultation Worksheet

Print one copy of this page for each lawyer you consult with.

Firm / Lawyer Name: Date of Consultation:

Contact Information: Fee Structure:

Experience & Qualifications

(] Years practicing real estate law: ________
(] Number of similar transactions handled:

(] Specialized certifications or training: _________

Communication & Process

("] Primary contact person:
(] Expected response time:

(] Estimated timeline for completion:

Overall Impression

Comfort Level (1-10): Expertise Level (1-10):

Consultation Notes

Final Decision Factors

(] Would I hire this lawyer? Yes / No (] sufficient experience for my needs

(] Fees are within my budget (] Available for my timeline

(] Good communication skills (] Professional and trustworthy



